YOURSTORY

CONTEST #44

Setting the Stage

THE cHALLENGE: In 100 words or fewer, write the opening paragraph to a story based on
this prompt: A nosy man eavesdrops on his co-workers and immediately regrets it.

Out of more than 600 entries, Writer’s Digest editors and
forum members selected the following five story openers:

© An icy wave cascades across my face. Its jarring, but not

= | " i . i-i [ | - o2
- : f [ g | BTy — - - ° - -
B i #= r i TR EEn e [ ™
. . - i bt Ve iy & o W e,
n [] " i
= [ fma =g s ol d - - emim
b = w =] = s =
e B = - - o : - -p g - - ¥
e =

© Minutes pass before I remind myself to breathe. The
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© “See you after work for drinks!” The words circled in
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© 1stood transfixed, overhearing the conversation from
my hiding place in the walk-in cooler. The words revolu-
tionary suicide pact jangled inside my brain. The assistant
cook protested about killing babies and toddlers while our
boss told her to keep quiet and start mixing the potion.
I peeked out at the two arguing and hoped for a quick,
silent escape. I gazed past them to a window where the
teeming rain forest framed our outpost’s front gate and
armed mission members patrolled under the banner flap-
ping in the noonday breeze, proclaiming “Welcome to the
People’s Temple, Jonestown.”

—Judith Grout

© 1 opened the office door and there they were, my
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