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1966 was a momentous year. | married
my sweetheart in January, completed my
senior year of college in June, found my
first job in July, and learned | was pregnant
in August.

It was the height of the Viet Nam war
and my husband Daniel, recently drafted,
went off to war shortly after the doctor told
me we were pregnant. While my spouse
guided fighter jets onto the flight deck of the
USS Ticonderoga, | lived my life on the
opposite side of the world in Mahtomedi, *
Minnesota, at my parent's home, sleeping in
the same bed I'd known since 1947.

When we first learned we were pregnant
we were both thrilled and scared at the same
time. Were we capable of being parents when
both of us still felt like newlyweds? Then my
husband sailed away just as | was beginning
'to show." Tearfully, we vowed to write daily
and send recorded messages weekly on a
small portable tape recorder.

The morning of December 21st
dawned frosty cold as | began feeling
twinges. | felt my first contraction at my
weekly doctor appointment. A smile passed
across his face as he said, 'Looks like today
will be birth day. See you in the delivery
room this afternoon.' Our baby was born at
8:23 PM that evening.

My father, the elementary school
principal in my small hometown, knew the
publicity director at the hospital. This gentle
man visited me and saw my tape recorder
and photo propped on my hospital bedside
table. He asked my permission to put our
‘great holiday story' in the local newspaper
for December 25th. We all must have been a
big hit because Christmas evening, the paper
called asking permission to use the story on
the national UPI feed. After that, our story
ran nationally and Dan got over a hundred
copies of our picture from all over the
country. And to this day, my husband and |
agree that the Christmas of 1966 was the
worst and the best ever.
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